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Milan Vohra
M&B's first
Indian writer

telegraph.co.uk

The British-based firm
held a writing competition in
India in the hope of discover-
ing new literary talent to
appeal to the country's
expanding middle class.

Mrs Vohra, a 44-year-old
advertising executive,
overwhelmed the judges with
her short story, the Love
Asana, and is now poised to
become one of the
publisher's star writers.

A self-confessed "foolish
romantic". Mrs Asana, wrote
her winning 2,000-word
entry in one night and will
not receive specialist coach-
ing to hone her erotic writing
skills. Her story tells the
stroy of love conquering all
in a yoga class.

India had already supplied
the exotic setting for several
Mills & Boon books by
Western authors. The results
have included the recent
Virgin for the Billionaire's
Taking. But the publisher,
which sells four books every
second, is now looking to
nurture local talent to bridge
cultural divides and boost
sales further. It set up its
first office in India last year.

Mrs Vohra, who met her
husband at the age of 17 and
married at 24, told The
Times newspaper: "I see the
typical M&B reader in India
as a young middle-class
woman who travels to her
data-entry job by bus every
day." The married mother-
of-two added: "She keeps
her M&Bs tucked away,
hidden among her delicates
in a cupboard at home."
(Source:http://overseasindian.in/2009/
may/news/20090505-112431.shtml)
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Gujarati Association of Queensland

The Gujarati Community
in Queensland has come
along way since the early
days of 1950’s and 60°s
when Gujarati students came
to study here and went back
to their home countries.
Referring to the article in the
GAQ booklet 1994 about our
history in Queensland, it is
clear that now we have
three strong associations
which are interlinked. We
have regular annual activities
like Navratri and New Year.
Our school is running well.
Attempts are made regularly
to get the members inter-
ested in other activities like
picnics, dinners, trips for the
seniors and activities for the

youth. All this is no mean
achievement when we
consider that we have come
from various parts of the
world like India, England, Fiji,
South Africa and East Africa
( to name a few places )
where we practiced our
culture in the local environ-
ment with varying conditions
and paradigms. Our common
heritage and the belief that
we are all of one cultural
background have united us
together here.

The questions raised are
“Are we happy with the
progress we are making?”
“Is there more which can be

done for us to put our
contd...2
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Gujarati Association of Queensland.....

heritage on firmer founda-
tion?” The first generation of
Gujarats is who arrived here
thirty to forty years ago are
still making economic
contribution to our adopted
country — some have retired
from active work force. The
second generation of
Gujarati Queenslanders have
finished their schooling and
tertiary education and joined
the work force on equal
terms with the established
communities and are contrib-
uting well. Some of them are
married or getting married
with partners from other
parts of the world or local

Gujarati Queenslanders.

Can the first generation
Gujarati Queenslanders sit
back and rest and proudly
boast that they have made
enough of a contribution that
our Gujarati culture and
traditions will be firmly
entranced in Queensland
with our successors? After
all it was the foresight of our
forefathers in the countries
they migrated to that made
certain that we inherited all
traditions of Gujarat. Our
forefathers worked hard to
retain our traditions and
heritage while settling down
in difficult environment and

Tourist Place:

This protected area packs
in an incredible diversity of
ecosystems into the
relatively small area of 6
square km.

The sanctuary, created
over the 1920s and '30s, is
formed from two man-made
dykes that separate fresh
water from sea water,
creating the opportunity to
simultaneously observe
species that belong to each
ecosystem, and some that
share both.

Along with the marine
and fresh water habitats,
there are also marshy lands,
mangroves, Prosopis areas,
mudflats, salt pans, creeks,
forest scrub, sandy beaches,
and even farmlands
bordering the area.

This provides a haven for
more than 220 species of
resident and migratory birds,
including globally threatened
species such as Dalmatian
pelican, Asian open bill stork,
Black-necked stork, Darter,
Black-headed ibis, Eurasian
spoonbill, and Indian

passed the heritage and
traditions on to us to bring
the riches here. Are we
comfortable that we haw
instilled enough of our rich
history and community
values in our children for
them to be proud to be
Gujarati Queenslanders and
pass the values onto future
generations? Will our future
generations feel lost without
proper education of their
roots? If the answer by the
members is that they have
done enough then we can sit
on our laurels. If the answer
is that we do more then this
gives us an ideal opportunity
to review and work out a
strategy for future planning.

skimmer, and provides
birdwatchers with a
delightful chance to
sight rare birds in large
numbers.

There are no
overnight lodges, but
facilities include
watchtowers, trails, and
paddleboats, to help visitors
engage with this diverse
community.

As a visitor, keep in mind
that conservation in any area
is a difficult process, and that
in Khijadia there have been
complications with how
water is used by local
cultivators which affect the
ecosystem within the tiny
protected area, so if you’re
interested, you can ask
around about the issues, and
find out what impact even
your own visit has on the
process.

There are no ST buses to
the site, but rickshaws are
available, and private
vehicles can be hired. For
permission, more
information, or to ask for a
guide, contact Conservator
of Forests Office,

Tel: 0288 2679357,

Nagnath Gate,

Van Sankul, Ganjiwada,
Jamnagar.

(Source : Gujarat Tourism)

Our numbers are strong
enough for us to have
influence in the politics of
this state and share our
traditions with Non-Gujarat
is. We are big enough to
lobby the Indian High
Commission in Canberra.
We can be a force in the
Indian Community here in
participating in various
activities-social, cultural,
economic, religious and
spiritual. We can determine
our own destiny. The choice
is ours and the hard work is
for us to perform to achieve
the goals we set.Please
contact Association on
gagmail@gaq.org.au

(Source: www.gaq.org.au/)



